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FLORIDA SKIP FIRST 

“We have too many officials here and every official wants 
to be very important. . .’» AUSSR Ham. 

Like this month’s cover, last month we scored a first. On 
December 21st, just before Christmas and three days after 
KJ4TY, Chuck Sheffer of Apalachicola touched down in 
Moscow, 3,000 copies of Florida Skip were in print with the 
story behind his mission of mercy to Armenia. Compressing 
the tasks of publishing a monthly — news gathering, writing, 
editing, layout, typesetting, printing and circulation, we 
rushed to press with this new amateur radio triumph. 

Here, you read about the unusual circumstances 
surrounding the third party (message handling) un- 
derstanding now in place between the super powers. And how 
the devastating earthquake, breaking down the political 
walls from the very top, resulted in a new spirit of 
cooperation. No ham radio publication came close in timing 
or perspective. 

A world away, the straightforward Sheffer tried to explain 
to his Soviet hosts why he volunteered. ‘‘This operation,’’ he 
said, “is sponsored by the International Amateur Radio 
Network and I am not even an organization member. I am a 
member of the American Radio Relay League, and active 
member of U.S. Air Force MARS. But we are all first and 
foremost amateur radio operators. And about amateur radio, 
we are all very serious.”’ To us Americans raised on in- 
dividual initiative, his words are vintage but to Soviet of- 
ficials steeped in documentation, they failed to adequately 
explain the seemingly inexplicable. 

What do we do when our hobby, as an equalizing force, is 
suddenly thrust by human suffering into bridging two vastly 
different cultures? How does any one of us illuminate the 
ham’s humanity in times of tragedy? These are the 
challenges that lay ahead for Florida’s own Chuck Sheffer as 
he grabbled with bringing communications to Armenia, this 
month’s gripping cover of Florida Skip. 


COMING EVENTS 


Pinellas Park Boys Club, Jan 22, 1989 
Citrus Co. Hamfest Jan 28th 
Miami Hamboree, Feb. 4th & 5th 


Sarasota Hamfest Feb. 18 & 19th 
Hernando Co. Hamfest Feb. 25th 

Martin Co. Hamfest, Feb. 25th 

Ft. Walton Beach Swapfest Mar.18 & 19 
Orlando Hamcation, Apr. 7,8 & 9th 


Any Others? See ads for details. Thanks 
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PREPARING IN CLEVELAND — DECEMBER 12th thru 16th 
Left to right: W9ELR, Al Vayhinger of Connersville, Indiana; 
(standing) host W8ASF, Fred Sharp of Cleveland; KL7JCQ, Ken 
Akasofu from Case Amateur Radio Club (W8EDU); KJ4TY, 


Charles ‘‘Chuck”’ Sheffer of Apalachicola, Florida. 
(Photo by Fred Sharp) 


COMMUNICATIONS 
FOR ARMENIA 


By Bob Sherin, W4ASX, Miami 

Their experience in the Soviet Union is not what you’d expect. 

On December 18th, 11 days after the earthquake, two American 
hams, KJ4TY, Chuck Sheffer of Apalachicola, Florida and W9ELR, 
Al Vayhinger of Connersville, Indiana, landed at Moscow airport 
with 12 cases of radio gear. The goal: to bring emergency com- 
munications to the disaster area. 

This was an initiative of the International Amateur Radio Net- 
work (IARN), which was already pioneering message handling be- 
tween the super powers. And this initiative had the green light from 
the ad-hoc Government Commission for the Earthquake chaired by 
the Soviet political leader, Mikhail Gorbachev. Sponsor of their 
stay was the Young Communist League, an organization of some 25 
million young adults devoted to studying Soviet culture and 
preparing to be members of the Communist Party. 

For three weeks, from his arrival to our deadline, Chuck 
Sheffer, retired Master Sergeant, shared the twists and turns of his 
new experience with us. 

“We were met at the airport by a representative of the Central 
Committee, Mr. Vladimar Gakadski, Mr. Alexander Revkin of the 
Central Committee of the Young Communist League, and Mr. 
Leonid Labutin (UA3CR), member of the Radio Sports Federation 
and Chief of communications for the relief effort and the Young 
Communist League.”’ 

The two Americans were wisked to the League’s Hotel Younost 
in Moscow. They awoke fresh on Monday, the day set for formal 
planning. But one after another, their highly placed Soviet hosts, as 


(Continued on page 8) 
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SILENT KEYS 


We are deeply sorry to list the following Silent Keys Amateur 
in Florida. If you hear of any in your area please advise. AC 


K4HZX G. A. Davidson Largo 

W4JOZ Chad H. Richards Valparaiso 
K40FG Bernard Biaza Key West 
W4PQN Lois N. Bixler Floral City 
K4GJ William Holdick Daytona Beach 
W8TKR Fred W. Chapman Lakeland 
KC4DTA Anthony J. Rini Sr Dunedin 
W4FAD Edwin F Klar Tampa 


NEW 440 MHZ REPEATER MAP 

After much delay and hard work, Florida Skip now has a 
440 MHz MAP listing all Repeaters in Florida! The map 
editor, Harlin Cohn, W4UIM in Miami did a very nice job on 
this map. It is much like our 2 Meter Map except it is printed 
on light green paper. You will be amazed at the number. of 440 
Repeaters Florida now has! I was! The price is the same as 
our 2 Meter Map, 25 cenis each with your self-addressed 
stamped envelope. (Don’t forget the stamp!) To: 440 Map, 
Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. (Note: The 2 and 440 Maps 
will goin one envelope for 22 cents postage. ) 


Q SIXTH EDITION 2 METER 
Pa REPEATER MAP 

: We are happy to announce the 6th Edition of our 
[Necker 2 Meter Map is off the press. Map editor Bill 


Tucker, W4F XE did his usual excellent job with 100 
# ‘percent updates. The map is 11 by 17 inches printed on 
# 50 pound light yellow paper with black ink, making it 
easy to read. Each city has its own box containing 
epcater frequencies. Another list is along the left side 
making it wasy to see which city has what frequency. 
We are keeping the price down to 25 cents each plus 
your self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) to 
=/MAP, Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 


5 ‘SAREE RE Oa Se 
2 / FLORIDASKIP, February 1989 


Dear Andy: 

First, let me say what a fine newsletter you are producing every month and I commend 
you on a job well done. That, unfortunately, is not the reason I am writing. I just received 
my January, 1989 issue of Florida Skip and read the Armenian earthquake article with 
great interest. A truly historic event occurred in relations between our two governments 
and only the citizens can benefit. 

When I arrived at the end of the article, I discovered the copyright notice stating that 
reproduction was ‘‘ ... by written permission of this publication only.”” Now in most 
amateur radio publications this is a standard warning. However, I, as a reader of Florida 
Skip, have grown accustomed to allowed reproduction as long as credit is given to Skip. 
story is without a doubt the most substantial piece of journalism yet published in Skip but, 
does this policy change indicate a new amount of protectionism and commercialism in 
in Skip or just a global declaration that other articles run have little or no value? 

My intentions are not to ask permission for reproduction of the article but I wanted to 
voice an opinion that the selective copyrighting of articles sends the wrong message about 
the Skip philosophy to this reader. 

Once again thank you for the opportunity to voice this opinion and keep up the good 


work. Best holiday wishes, 
Thomas M. Schaefer, NY4I 

11401 9th Street, North, No. 2611 

; St. Petersburg, Florida 33716 

(Editor’s Note: Our policy remains! The “‘written permission’ was at request of ar- 
ticle author.) 
Dear Andy: 

The attached report on the 90th birthday over-the-air celebration for Bill Halligan, 
W9AC, should be of interest to many Florida Skip readers. 

It may be of interest that W6FQ, NCS of the QCWA International Net, reported to me 
that 101 stations checked-in on December 11, 1988 during the 3:00 p.m. to about 6:00 p.m. 
period of the net, and 70 or more initiated birthday greeting messages for W9AC. 

Very sincerely, 
David Talley, W2PF 
. ye Bal Harbour, Florida 

(Editor’s Note: Bill is a great man. I remember my first “Sky Buddy” Hallicrafters 

dating back to 1940. A.C. 


Dear Andy: 

I would like to order two 1989 Ham Shack Calendars. I have enclosed $1.00 to cover 
cost, and an sase for return mail. 

I have used these calendars for several years and enjoy them very much. My XYL now 
uses one at ther work QTH. It is quite a handy item. Sincerely 

Thanking you in advance for your assistance. Gary L. Murphy, KF4S 


2042 Eagles Rest Drive 
Apopka, Florida 32712 


RICHARD MORSE, W1GR, SK 
Richard Morse, W1GR, died Friday, July 1 at the age of 76. 
Morse was past Assistant Secretary of the Army for Research 
and Development under both the Eisenhower and Kennedy 
administrations, as well as founder of the Minute Maid Corporation. 
Most recently, Morse was Director of the Boston Museum of 
Science and was partially responsible for several Amateur Radio 
exhibitions there. Morse was a descendant of Samuel F.B. Morse 


of telegraphy fame. The ARRL Letter 


NOTICE NOTICE 
DUE TO A LACK OF SPACE, WE ARE HOLDING FOR NEXT 


MONTH SEVERAL EXCELLENT ARTICLES. OUR SINCERE 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED COOPERATION. WE 

HOPE TO GET EVERYTHING IN VERY SOON. 73/88 
Editor 


FLORIDA SKIP, INC. 
P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33266 


Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
to FLORIDA SKIP. My mailing address is: 


(ea New. ica Renewal 


My CORRECT address is: Call 
Name 
Address 


zity 


‘State 


29th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE 


A.R.R.L. FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION 
Miami, Florida ¢ February 4-5, 1989 
Youth Fair/Expo Fairgrounds 
S.W. 112th Avenue and Coral Way (24th Street) 


Presented By Dade Radio Club, Inc. 
Chairman, Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR 
2780 N.W. 3rd Street, Miami, FL 33125 
Telephone: (305) 642-4139 
Office: (305) 233-0000 


REGISTRATION 
$5.00 Advance (deadline January 30th) 
$6.00 After January 30th 
(Tickets are valid for two days.) 
All persons attending Hamboree are required to have reg- 
istration tickets. Children under 12 free when accompa- 
nied by a registered adult. 


SWAP SHOP TABLES 
$16.00 per Table (covers both days) 
Power: $10.00 per User 
Table Size: 8 Feet by 30 Inches 
All persons reserving swap tables must have a registration 
ticket for each person attending table. 


Swap Shop move-in hours and regulations will be for- 
warded by Swap Shop Chairman with your reservation ac- 
knowledgement. Special parking permits, identification’s, 
etc., will be issued at the same time. Swap Shop table hold- 
ers should enter premises via Gate 2 on Southwest 24th 
Street. 
RE SS EEG AR SDL Re ETS ILI SEITE RS OE TED 
HAMBOREE CAMPGROUND 
$12.00 per Night 

Full facilities available. (No ground tents, please.) Camp- 
ground will be ready for occupancy by noon Thursday, 
February 2nd. Enter premises via Gate 2 on Southwest 
24th Street. (Limited Thursday occupancy by special ar- 
rangements with Campground Chairman. 


HEADQUARTERS HOTEL 
Miami Airport Hilton 
5101 Blue Lagoon Drive 
Telephone: (305) 262-1000 
Rates: $75.00 (double or single) 
No deposit required if arrival is before 6:00 p.m. Late ar- 
rivals should send one nights deposit. Send reservations 
direct to the hotel. Reservation form in brochure. Cut-off 
date is January 19, 1989.-Courtesy vans will be running 
continuously between the hotels and the fairgrounds. 
ALTERNATE HOTEL 
Airport Lakes Holiday Inn 
1101 N.W. 57th Avenue 
Telephone: (305) 266-000 
Rates: $50.00 (double or single) 
Cut-off date is January 14, 1989. Reservation form in bro- 
chure. 


TALK-IN 
146.40/00 Courtesy of South Florida F.M. Association. 


AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE EXAMS 

Exams will be given on Sunday, February 5th, for all. 
classes of license — Novice, Technician, General, Ad- 
vanced and Extra. Exams will be conducted at Dade 
County EOC, 5600 S.W. 87th Avenue. No pre-registration 
required. Bring identification and, if upgrading, photostat 
of current license. 

All persons wishing to take exams should be at site by 9:30 
a.m. in order to complete required paperwork. Exams will 
begin at 10:00 a.m. 


Do not call or write to Dade County EOC regarding license 


exams. All inquiries should be sent to the Hamboree 
Chairman. 


COME JOIN IN THE FAMOUS 
HAMBOREE AWARDS 
TRANSCEIVERS ¢ ANTENNAS 
COMPUTERS ¢ HOURLY HAND-HELDS 
SPECIAL NON-HAM AWARDS 
LADY’S DIAMOND and RUBY RING 


RADIO CLUB OF AMERICA LUNCHEON 
(Florida Section) 
Saturday, February 4th, Airport Hilton, Coral Cafe, 11:15 
a.m. meeting and technical session to follow at 1:15 p.m. 
In Hilton Meeting Room on Mezzanine level. 


Q.C.W.A. © 0.0.T.C. ¢ S.O.W.P 
HOSPITALITY CORNER 
Saturday and Sunday 
All members invited to drop by for an eye-ball. Refresh- 
ments courtesy Southeast Chapter QOWA. 


D.X. ACTIVITIES and HOSPITALITY 
D.X. Booth in Exhibition Area 

D.X. Forum Saturday 

1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
All the latest tips on DXing for the newcomer and the “‘sea- 
soned” experts. A full afternoon of interesting programs 
presented by the South Florida D.X. Association. 
South Florida D.X. hospitality will be an evening of joyous 
bragging, back-slapping, lying, fraternal fun. From 5:00 
p.m. ’till.. . Location to be announced. 


MAKE CHECKS FOR 
TICKETS, TABLES and RV SPACE 
PAYABLE TO: 

DADE RADIO CLUB 


and 
FORWARD TO HAMBOREE CHAIRMAN 
ADDRESS UPPER LEFT 
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TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — DECEMBER 1988 
By WA4PFK and AA4HT 


1. W3CUL 3,135" “EH ALTIN 736 
2. WD4IIO 1,841 12. K4ZK 645 
3. WAIVND 1,339 13. WA4PFK 600 
4. W3VR 1,221. 14. WA4EIC 561 
5. K4SCL 1,150 15. W4NFK 536 
6. AA4HT ; 964 16. WC4D 494 
7. WX4H 882. 17. AA4BN 482 
8. WA4QXT 816 18. N4SS 469 
9. KB9LT 743, «19. K4IA 461 
10. KB4KXV 741 20. K4EUK 452 
TRAFFIC HOUNDS — DECEMBER 1988 
By K4ZK, STM SOUTH FLORIDA 
NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 1,092 17.6 1.562 25.2 62 KA4FZI 1.43 
FMTN-~ 912 29.4 827 26.7 31 N4UF .90 
FPTN 1,544 49.8 683 22.0 31 WB4WYG .44 
TPTN 934 17.2 500 16.1 31 WB3AVZ 93 
FAST 668 10.7 429 6.9 62 WD4KBW .64 
SVTN 549 17.7 404 13.0 31 KB4LB 73 
GN 290 a ee SA ed 31 N4ET 1.20 
SEFTN 1,135 36.6 326 10.5 31 KA4YHS .28 
FMSN 399 12.9 326 10.5 31 N4MML 81 
SWFTN 1,055 39.7 304 11.2 27 K4F QU .28 
NFPN 2,281 73.6 284 9.2 31 NL7GV 12 
QFNS 199 a Os 63 2.0 31 KC4FL 31 
FPON 527 «(17.0 62. 2.0 31 WB4GCK 11 
SPARC 628 20.3 37) 1.2 31 KA4CRS .05 
DEN 929 131.2 22 «5.5 4 N40RZ .04 
AIN 110 22.0 15 3.0 5 WA4PFK 13 
ENMC 37 9.3 0 0.0 4 K4ZK 0.00 


TOTAL QTC: 6,193 ¢ AVERAGE QTC/QNI: .49 
LATE REPEATERS — OCTOBER 


NFPN 2,341 75.5 199 6.4 31 NL7GV .08 
LATE REPATERS — NOVEMBER 
NFPN 2,041 65.8 125 4.2 30 NL7GV .06 


S.S.B. AND ALL VOICE NETS 
By Joe Scungio, NAKFU 

Hope everyone had a nice holiday season! Traffic at this time of 
the year was heavy as usual and many stations came out to help as 
they usually do. 

Santa (Carol and Company) was good to meas I received a PK- 
232. W4TAH gave me his usual technical help and as I write this I 
accomplished a B.B. sign on/off. Hi. 

Many thanks to Bill, WB4KBW, Fast net manager for his first 
article. He sent one last month but that’s another story. 

Fast net needs NCS’s badly so call Bill as soon as possible. Here 
is a chance for a frontline job and Bill is offering top benefits. 
However, get it in writing as someone told me they thought his last 
name was Isuzu. With an offer you can’t refuse. I guess I will 
volunteer why don’t you!!! 

From Bill, WB4KBW, Fast Net Manager: With the frenzied 
holiday traffic season behind us, we return to the mundane ... 


 peteatietenetaentoantientententatestestentententantentertentententetetadtetentententen 
| FLORIDA TRAFFIC NETS 
Local Time Net Name Frequency 

| 0700 Florida Phone Traffic Net (FPTN) 3940 | 

| 0830 Gator Net (GN) * 3651 | 

| 1200 Florida Midday Traffic Net 7247 | 
1700 Tropical Phone Traffic Net (TPTN) 3940 

| 1730 Florida Medium Speed C.W. Net (FMSN) 3651 | 

| 1800 Florida Amateur Sideband Traffic Net (FAST/E) 3940 | 

l 1830 Northern Florida Phone Net (NFPN) 3950 l 

ne OPN ig hls C.W. Net (early session) 3651 l 
— Slow Net (QFNS) 3715 

| 2200 QFN — The All-Florida C.W. Net (late session) 3651 | 

l el eae hd See wei: ae (FPON) 3908 | 
— Sat. orida Packeteers Net ( ) 3978 

| 0800 —Sat. ARRL Information Net 3940s | 

| 0900 Florida Races Net 3990 | 

SUPPORT THE NET OF YOUR CHOICE 
| (Clip and Save) | 
427. FLORIO GIIP. Eebruary.1 98 is eet eet) Se ee ay Sok eee ee ee J 


This neat ham shack belongs to Bill Smith WO4HHH’ (WOW what 
a c.w. call!) Bill designed and built the desk and cabinets for 
his shack. He can be found on of our Florida CW nets. He is a 


_member of the Tampa Amateur Radio Club. 0 
interrupted by brief surges from the many traffic booths that are 
expected from fairs and similar events during the next several 
months. Stations planning to bring traffic from one of these 
operations please list it according to destination groups such as 
4RN, RN5, Ona, etc. 

Congrats to Eunice, W1UKR for winning a new ICOM rig at the 
Tampa Hamfest. With that kind of luck maybe we could get her to 
pick lotto numbers for us. 

Jerry, KF4YE, asked to be relieved of his Sunday early NCS 
spot due to work commitments. Lee, KB4FBX, Thursday late NCS, 
has also been busy with work, but plans to return as soon as his 
schedule permits. 

Fast Net needs NCS stations!!! Future net operations are in 
jeopardy unless we can get some new NCS’s, Many NCS stations 
are doing double duty. I will gladly accept anyone interested in 
permanent or temporary duty. You won’t find an easier section 
level net to start as a NCS station. The job offers top salary, travel . 
opportunities, a premium health plan and 95 percent discount on 
your future ham gear purchases. . . or my name is not Bill Isuzu. 

NCS spots presently open are: early, Monday, Friday and 
Saturday; and late, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Fast Net 
operates for early (2300Z) at 3940 KHz and late (0330Z) on 3942 KHz. 

— 73’s, Bill. 

From Earl, K4FQU, SWFTN: Happy New Year toall. 

Check-ins topped 1,000 for the month and traffic was up 200 
percent. This years results are very pleasing. You all responded to 
my ‘‘How to Run a Net”’ booklet. Result: 10 standby NCS stations 
ready and willing. That’s great!!! 

Many thanks to all who kept the net rolling smoothly during my 
illness during Xmas. It shows how well net operations can run with 
experienced people at the helm. That is what we train for thoughout 
the year. 

Some are having diffculty with sending SAR’s each month. Next 
month I’ll go into detail, but remember, send a SAR whether or not 
you passed any traffic. 

Until next month, enjoy our hobby and come to the hamfest. 

— 73’s, Ear] 


(Continued on page 6) 


ATTENTION TRAFFIC NETTERS 

The Miami Hamboree Committee has donated a free both for all 
Florida net managers and members to use as a “‘meeting place”’ at 
the hamboree. It is co-sponsored by Florida Skip. The Skip booth 
will be number 32 and the traffic booth will be 31. 

This is a new idea and hopefully it will continue at the hamboree 
and other larger Florida hamfests will pick up the idea. 

So please QNC your nets to gather at booth 31 for your eyeball 
QSO’s and sign in February 4th and 5th. If possible Skip might be 
able to provide cold drinks and/or coffee to make your hamboree 


more pleasant. —73A.C., W41YT 


MARTIN COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
SPONSORS 
ANNUAL. FABULOUS TREASURE COAST 


STUART 
OUTDOOR FREEFEST 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25th, 1989 


O8s00 - 1500 


LANGFORD PARK, S.R. 707, 
JENSEN BEACH 


Subscription Drawings Every Hour 


Presence Not Required for Main Drawings 


FREE PARKING @ SWAP TABLES 


FOOD, DRINK AND PICNIC AREAS 
TALK - IN 147.06 + 600 


OUR BEST ATTRACTION IS THE PRICE! 


lst. PRIZE: 2 METER HAND HELD 
2nd. PRIZE: 2 METER ISOPOLE 144 


INFO: 
P.O. BOx< 1901 
STUART. FLORIDA 34995 


George Daly, W3WU, 879-0239. 


W90QN - 335-0138 
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From Bill, WB4WYG, FPTN: Oh man! November and 
December check-ins were 1,500 each month. Net time took longer 
but traffic was moved thanks to faithful check-in and liaison 
stations. Net stats for ’88 averaged 4.93 check-ins, traffic 10.6 and 
net time was 30.36. Total traffic was 3,886. 

Forrest, K4SEE, took a leave of absence to work during the 
holiday season and be back early January. 

KB4FTY, is off mobile due to a broken 80-meter resonator. 

W40XE, Joe, has been in and out of the hospital but don’t make 
him laugh as the stitches may pull. 

KC4FL, John also has rig problems and had to send it back to the 
factory. 

W4SME, Doc, the Gypsy of the gang is enjoying the fishing while 
“Cleopatra’s Barge”’ is at Grassy Key. 

“Golden Cookie’ for December was Dave, N4GMU of Deland, 
one of the packet guys. Miss Laura, WA4VND and Joe, N4KF u also 
are into packet. 

Hope to see many of you at the Miami Hamboree the beginning 
of February. Look the goodies over either in the swap shop area or 
on the main floor, taking advantage of Miss Evelyn’s dedicatec. 
work to offer some real nice prizes. 

Don’t forget . . . start your day off right, join the gang at 7:00 
a.m. on 3940. 

— 73’s, Bill 


N.F.P.N. NEWS 
By David H. Ramsey, NL7GV 
Orange City, Florida 

We all rejoice as we have ended 1988 and look forward to 1989. 

I wish to thank everyone who either checked into, brought traffic, or was there to 
handle traffic from the NFPN. And especially all of the representatives from and to the 
many traffic nets who participate in traffic handling. 

A special thanks to our regular net control operators for your faithful NCS’s each 
session. NCS’s as follows: Mike, WA4GNR; Dot, KA4HHE; Bonnie, N4EWF; Warren, 
N4GBM; Lyle, N4DAS; Carroll, K4AJV; and Howard W7YWFE. Also the alternate stations 
that were always there and ready to serve if needed: James, W4BKK;; and Charlie, 


A woud like to encourage each of you that has checked into the net 6:30 p.m. Eastern 
on 3950 K.C. in the past to participate as often as you can. And those of you who are just 
moving into Florida and can operate on 75-meter band to join in and enjoy your hobby with 
us. We need you and your city to help. 

ee be at the Crystal River (Citrus County Hamfest, January 28th). Hope to meet 
: FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4IA 

QFN Manager Miss Phil writes: QFN raced smoothly along ona 
challenging December course to a very fine finish. With K4ZK, 
K4IA, N4DY, WX4H, AA4BN and KB9LT covering 4RN cycle-three, 
we were better able to disseminate Florida traffic starting with the 
early session. This helped shorten the late session and clear the 
frequency for RN5. 

Other stations who can carry traffic to the day nets relieved 
those of us who can only be on at night. These stations were: 
WA4PFK, WX4H, KB9LT, WA4EIC, W4DL, N4DY, AA4HT, K4SCL, 
W3TLV, K4ZK, W4NFK, WA9SVND and others. 

Back home from the cold north are WINJM in Bonita and 
AB4EA in Seminole. 

A new station who has become active since his first QNI this 
month is AA4ZV, Bob in Winter Haven — a QTH we need. We need 
stations in the Orlando, Jacksonville, Tallahassee and Gainesville 
areas. In spite of sounding like musical machine guns, we are a 
nice group of people and welcome your QNI. 

QNI NOTABLES 

Ten plus: W4AT, WA4HDH, W4IWO, W1KAM, W1NJM, KI4PB, 
KA4SIH and K4UBR. 

Twenty plus: AA4BN, K2GQU, W3TLV and W9WIB. 

Thirty plus: NiDY, W4NFK, N4SS and WV5Z. 

Forty plus: AA4HT, K4IA, W4KIX and K4SCL. 

Fifty plus: WC4D, 57; W4DL, 59; WA4EIC, 57; KA4FZI, 53; 
WX4H, 53; KB9LT, 57; WA4PFK, 55; and K4ZK, 56. 

N4SS suffered his NCS initiation on a heavy QTC night, with 
AA4HT and KB9LT filling the spot this month also. WX4H chalked- 
up a whopping 33 4RN rep spots followed by W4NFK with 20. K4IA, 
K4ZK, N4SS and W4KIX made 11 trips to RN5. N4SCL got top 
honors in the rep-to-other-nets department. Congrats on another 


outstanding month! 
QNI Assignments 


Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
NCS_IA/4H K4ZK WA4HDH_ K4SCL KA4FZI W4NFK WA4PFK 
4RN AA4BN K4SCL AA4HT W4NFK WX4H WX4H K4IA 
5RN LT/PFK WV5Z N4SS W4KIX K4ZK K4IA GYR/LT 


— 73/88, Miss Phil, KA4F ZI, QFN Manager 
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FMSN Reported by Alma, N4MML: I imagine all the nets are 
glad to have a breather after a busy holiday. FMSN was no ex- 
ception when it came to handling more traffic. Again we had 33 
different stations checking in. 

I’d like to say to all who checked into FMSN during the month of 
December: ‘‘thanks for a job well done.”’ Because of you, we were 
able to handle a lot more traffic than we normally do. Credit goes to 
each of you — for bringing the traffic to the net, for volunteering as 
net representatives and for just checking in and being available if 
needed. 

I want to give special thanks to our NCS’s, who did such a fan- 

tastic job on many busy days and my admiration for the 
proficiency with which you handled the net. My thanks also to you 
for so promptly giving me the net reports — that makes my job as 
manager much easier. 
It was good to have both Kevin, WV5Z and Bob, AA4ZV checking 
in and we hope you will both continue to do so often. Besides our 
faithful regulars, we were glad to have the following QNI this 
month: KM4AE, KA4AMC, AA4BC, KK4DK, WN4IIV, WA4JDH, 
ABALN, W4NFK and KA9SDO. Join us any time. 

One book that Don and I have and would hate to be without is the 
“Zip Code Directory,” published by the U.S. Postal Service. We 
find many occasions to use it, especially when handling packet 
messages originating from a special event. I wonder how many of 
you are aware of the fact that they are available at the local post 
office? The cost in 1988 was only $9.00, a real bargain for such a 
large book remembering the high cost of paper products. 

Have a happy 1989 everyone and remember FMSN at 5:30 p.m. 
daily on 3651. 

— 73/88, Alma, NSMML, FMSN Manager 


Gator Net Notes from Don, N4ET: Well, 1988 has gone by and we 
enter the brand new year. No new resoltuions for me this year 
except maybe just stay alive. 

Happy to see Eric, AB4EA back for another season. Welcome to 
Florida, Eric. . 

Looking at the 1988 Gator Net figures reveals the five high QNI 
stations on G.N. were W3CUL with 360 check-ins followed by 
W4IYT, 328; K4JI, 320; N4ET, 319; and KB9LT, 291. Winning top 
honors for total NCS is K4J1I. George is always willing to jump in if 
the regular NCS doesn’t show. George also takes over the Net 
Manager chores in my absence. Thanks, K4JI. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to all the regular 
NCS’s for their reliable performances. The regular NCS assign- 
ments are: Sunday, K4YU; Monday, K4JI; Tuesday, WC4D; 
Wednesday, N4ET, Thursday, KB9LT; Friday, K4JI; and Satur- 
day, W4IYT. 

Last month (December 7th) while conducting the net it occurred — 
to me it was Pear] Harbor day so I queried the check-ins if they 
remembered where they were at the time of the bombing. 
Everyone remembered the day vividly including Andy Clark, 
W4IYT who was in high school. The rest of us were scattered 
around the country and out at sea in various parts of the world. 

Gator Net meets every day of the year at 8:30 a.m. on 3651 KHz. 
Get in the habit of joining us. Everyone is welcome. 

73, Don, N4ET, G.N. Manager 


Starting the new year by checking into QFN on Sunday, January 
lst was N8GG, Jon in Miami. It may be that occasionally Andy, 
W4IYT or Dan, W4DL can take a day off with the city still covered. 
Welcome N8GG to the Florida C.W. nets. 


73, ED, K4IA 


SPECIAL SALE 
Florida SKIP has some new back issues of the Sth Edition of 
FLORIDA TRAFFIC HANDLERS Routing Guides on hand, 
edited by Andy Clark, W4IYT. To clear out this Guide, we 
are selling them for $2.50 each plus 50 cent postage and hand- 
ling. The Traffic Guide contains everything the 6th edition 
has plus a centerfold map of Florida with city location chart. 
If you want 2 for $5.00 we will pay all postage & handling. 
FLORIDA SKIP: PO Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 
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G. SUPER TUNER-BLUES 
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*~ ONE SHOT GUARANTEED TO LAST 
AT LEAST FIVE YEARS! 
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COMMUNICATIONS FOR ARMENIA 

(Continued from page 1) 
well as others previously identified as contacts, were unavailable. 
Trouble? 

Sheffer: ‘‘Our guide and interpreter, Gene, once an anti-aircraft 
officer, ‘suggested’ that we go to the duty-free store where we could 
spend some dollars. So, off we went. We were taken to Red Square, 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and Saint Basil’s Cathedral. After 
lunch when our transportation didn’t show up for an hour and a 
half, we had to skip one meeting and go to the Pravda Club Station 
RK3KP, where we met the dedicated station chief, Mr. Andrey 
Fedorov (E0O1/RW3AH).” 

Finally, late in the afternoon, Sheffer and Vayhinger met 
Alexander Revkin, the official from the Young Communist League 
who had greeted them at the airport. 


Sheffer: ‘‘We were presented our tickets for Aeroflot. I checked 
mine. Saw a departure date of tomorrow morning 09:45, 20 
December 1988. They said, ‘Because of fully booked aircraft 
schedules, you must take this flight out of Moscow or you will have 
to wait until next year.’ Since next year was a couple of weeks 
away, we Said well, that is ‘O.K. by us.’ ‘No, no,’ they hastened to 
add, ‘you do not understand, we cannot get you on another flight 
until October 1989. All aircraft flights are booked up.’ Not a ham, 
Revkin didn’t seem to understand that we were just as plain and 
simple as we said we were. What a disappointment. Why? What 
had happened?’”’ 


After all, Sheffer knew this initiative had the green light from 
the ad-hoc Commission for the Earthquake chaired by the Soviet 
political leader. Americans are familiar with the 57-year-old 
Gorbachev. The only college graduate to lead the USSR since 
Lennin, he was awarded a law degree from Moscow State 
University. During Gorbachev’s days at this trendy institution, his 
thinking was particularly shaped by one historic figure, Peter the 
Great (1672-1725), who had truly modernized Russia by introducing 
Western habits. 


Peter the Great, though brutal to his opposition, called in foreign 
professors and scientists, and experts to direct new enterprises. 
His attempts to ‘‘Westernize’’ also met stiff resistance. 


Sheffer had noted the first ill omen when he arrived at Moscow 
airport. The same Soviet passengers whom he had observed at 
Kennedy chattering, laughing, pushing — just like Americans — 
were hushed and subdued. While Glasnost (openness) and 
Perestroika (restructuring) are new in the USSR, the past in- 
clination toward red tape, entrenched bureaucracy and self- 
imposed secrecy remains. 


Florida Skip has learned why the IARN initiative was dead in 
the water: ‘‘There was a very strong objection from the Ministry of 
Telecommunications because they didn’t want anyone except them 
making communications in Armenia. For the first week all in- 
formation was coming through amateur channels only and they 
were very angry. Although they gave yes to Al and Chuck’s arrival, 
probably when they did arrive and said they were going to work to 
make the communications link, they were more than angry. And I 
think they used their channels to pressure the Young Communist 
League to send the operators back.”’ 


Adds the well placed Soviet ham on reflection: “‘It’s a rather 
complicated situation. I don’t know if Americans could understand 
those things. We have too many officials here and every official 
wants to be very important.” 


The same applies in the United States. As Sheffer and Vayhinger 
returned, leaving their equipment behind at Moscow airport, the 
ARRL shipped more in. Staying silent on the IARN initiative, 
ARRL ballyhooed: ‘‘Six donated complete packet VHF stations 
have been sent to the USSR at the request of Leonid Labutin, 
UA3CR ... As of this writing, several of the portable packet 
Stations are on the air, supplementing communications between 
the stricken area, Moscow and the rest of the world.’”’ The ARRL 
Letter, Volume 7, Number 27, December 31, 1988. 
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COMMERCIAL GRADE POWER SUPPLIES! ! 


25 AMP $79.50 
35 AMP $109.00 
12 amps. $3795. 


25 AMP CONSTANT (27 AMP SURGE) 
OR 35 AMP CONSTANT (37 AMP SURGE) 


2 METERS SHOW VOLTS AND CURRENT. 
FULLY REGULATED ADJUSTABLE OUTPUT 


2 YEAR WARRANTY. 


TOLL FREE.. 


1-800-451-2397 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
46 Greensboro highway, Walbinsvile, Georgia 30677 = Telephone (404) 769-8706 Telex: 4930709 ITT 


But Soviet hams plugged into the Armenian relief effort were 
telling a different story. ‘‘Phantom equipment” is what they were 
calling it because it hadn’t surfaced anywhere. Genuinely 


distressed that none of the advertised ARRL resource had trickled 
through, they asked American hams to inquire. Pressed for an- 


swers, ARRL sidestepped the significance, deflecting inquiries to 
Labutin in the Soviet Union, who wasn’t talking. 


Meanwhile, urgent stories flashed across the Tass news wire 
from New York to USSR. A short time before deadline, word 
leaked out that three of the stations are in Labutin’s possession, the 
other three, just sent to the Young Communist League in Yerevan. 
Expected to be up and running in the disaster area, none is yet 
reported on the air. 


Sheffer, back in Apalachicola, now harbors rekindled hope of 
returning to the USSR, a hope fired by the unrelenting IARN 
Manager, Glen Baxter, KIMAN. Baxter mounted a crusade. On 
January 3rd he appointed UB5WE, Victor Goncharsky of Lvov, 
Ukraine, Soviet Director of the IARN. Each day on 14275 KHz 
mixed messages crackle back and forth: the Soviets say the trip is 
on, then they say it’s off and they’re taking control of the equip- 
ment, then disregard the previous message and thanks IARN for 
the ‘‘noble’’ efforts. On and on. 


As we go to press, Baxter of the IARN and Revkin of the Young 
Communist League, his negotiating counterpart, are eyeball to 
eyeball. Sensing their reputations at stake, an accommodation is 
developing: this time the Soviets have agreed to pay for Sheffer’s 
trip to Moscow, scheduled again at publication time, where he will 
meet with officials and hams; the IARN has given permission to 
ship some of its gear to Yerevan, where the need is receding; 
maybe Sheffer will catch up with it. Then again, maybe not. Says 
an upbeat Sheffer as he prepares to part: ‘“‘Amateur radio will 
come out further ahead.”’ 


Everyone saves face. Amateur radio diplomacy... 
Copyright 1989 by Bob Sherin, W4ASX. Reproduction of this article only by written 
permission of author. 
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FLORIDA CLUB NEWS 
By George Henning, WB4JFA 

The big news coming up next month in February will be the 
Miami Hamboree, put on by the Dade Radio Club at the Tamiami 
Fair Grounds. The club always does a super job with Evelyn 
Gauzens, W4WYR, at the helm assisted by the faithful club 
members and other clubs in the South Florida area. Try to make 
this one if you can, and also stop by the Everglades Radio Club 
booth and have an eyeball QSO with your editor. 

FORT MYERS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club will have held their 
hamfest on the 21st of January which I am sure will have been a 
success. 

We also report that Tom Brawley, KDKPY became a silent key. 

Phyl West, KB4FZI, reports that novice classes are in full 
swing at Caloosa Middle School. Interested parties should contact 
the club for time and dates of all classes. 

MOTOROLA RADIO CLUB 

The Motorola Radio Club will have a swap table at the Miami 
Hamboree this year. Stop and see what goodies it has for sale. 

Dan Dusing, WB4FDX and Chuck Baer, W4ROA have both been 
on the sick list. Hope both are recovering and will be out and around 
soon. 

The clubs NET/ROM node MIAFLA is being used as A.G. a 
gateway station to Chicago and Houston. 

KB4FO is rumored that he will put his BBS on to serve the 
Broward area. 

DAYTONA BEACH AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

The Daytona Beach Amateur Radio Association reports that 
Harold Heaster, KE8MR will have a 220 repeater on the air by the 
first of the year. Call 672-2878 in Daytona Beach for more in- 
formation. -. 

The club should have new officers which I understand will be 
headed up by Paul Spence, AA4ZB; John BAyne, N4EEB; James 
Brill, N3NKK;; and Bill Leisner, W4MPU. We wish them success in 
1989. 

PLATINUM COAST AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 

The Platinum Coast Amateur Radio Society will also have held 
elections in January and we are sure a qualified slate will be 
submitted according to Don Winn, AF 4Z. ; 

Don Moody, KB4ZMB is on the sick list along with the XYL’s of 
WA4AYR and KB4WIV. 

Dave Allen, N4ESI is looking for someone to take over the 
newsletter. Contact him at his home QTH or work to find out the 
details. 

Well, that’s all for now. But, please send me your newsletters 
direct to my address on page two of this issue of Florida Skip, so 


that I can report some information on your club activities. 
— 73, George 


THE AUTOMATED DX’ER 
By Floyd Larck, KK3Q 

It’s no news to any of us — in this fine hobby of ours — the effect 
that computers has had on it. Most that are into amateur radio at 
least keep a small computer for services such as a dupe machine, a 
Sinclair for AMSAT or the old-faithful C-64 (if you can get it away 
from the kids) for some great times on RTTY. 

As I worked up my logs for C.Q. W.W. Phone last November Ist, 
remarked to my wife that it was amazing how all the paperwork 
was kept up before computers finally arrived in our household. 
During the period of 1978 to 1980 I lived in the hamshack; contests, 
chasing D.X., and QSL cards occupied most of my free time. The 
paperwork was painstakingly done as one error in the middle of a 
contest dupe sheet meant rewriting the entire sheet (or a deduction 
from your points if you missed the error). Now all you do is correct 
the errors on the screen and simply reprint the appropriate sheet! 

Thanks to Lotus 1-2-3, I have automated my DXing to a point 
where all I have to do is make the contact and let the computer do 
its thing with the data I enter. Praise be to the person who thought 


up the labels that run in the printers nowadays, as the only writing’ 


done on my QSL’s is my signature. Some of the propagation 
programs such as THE DX EDGE and The Terminator helps keep 
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Ps Me 
Meet Ruth Monsees KC4GLU (XYL of W4BK). Ruth & Art 
share the same station on the 21st floor in Majestic Towers in 
South Pasadena, FL. Ruth is trying for her Tech license shortly. 
Then on to General and Extra. (Photo by W4BK.) 


track of the sun as it moves across the globe, alerting us to the 
much-coveted time of day for optimum performance to a certain 
area ona certain band. 

The two leading manufacturers of RTTY/AMTOR/PACKET 
hardware have taken the old TELETYPE machines off of the floor 
and placed the RTTY stations on the corner of a shelf near the rig, 
occupying a space the size of a callbook. This form of digital 
communications has opened up DXing on different modes for those 
who chase DX on the various modes offered by this equipment. Cost 
of getting on RTTY with a used C-64 and a disk drive with the 
associated hardware and software can be realized for about 
$200.00, less than most people pay for a quality H.T. 

I guess the bottom line is whether or not it is worth automating 
your hamshack, in whatever the area you choose to use the com- 
puter, without a doubt, the answer would have to be yes! Yes to the 
time during a contest weeding out the dupes BEFORE they get into 
a log. Yes to the logging for CQDX,.DXCC, 5BWAS, 5BWAZ and all 
the other needs for accurate and fast record-keeping that we 
require. Yes to keeping D.X. records on a diskette that formerly 
took up a tablet of reporting forms. It would seem that even SWL’s 
could benefit — I have come across several very fine SWL 
programs on the various bulletin boards that list out frequencies, 
times languages and so forth — useful to the SWL’s of the world. 

Automation of your hamshack, be it amateur or SWL, frees up 
your time to enjoy our end of amateur radio-DXing. It opens the 
doors to many worlds that we may normally never get to in- 
vestigate had it not been for the computer in the hamshack. 

Thanks for the time. I hope to see you on the air in the next few 
months as the honey-do jobs around the Larck QTH are nearing 
completion status and the XYL has promised to return the power 
cord to my H.F. rig. Keep those QSL’s and letters about your 
favorite antenna for DXing for amateur and/or SWL. 

Good DX es God Bless! 
73, Floyd, KK3Q 
TROPICAL HAMBOREE LUNCHEON MEETING 
SPONSORED BY RADIO CLUB OF AMERICA 

Florida section of the Radio Club of America again is sponsoring 
a luncheon and technical session meeting on Saturday, February 4, 
1989 at the Miami Airport Hilton Hotel, in connection with the 
Tropical Hamboree. Buffet lunch will be available at 11:30 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. in the Coral Cafe. 

Those unable to come for lunch will be most welcome to attend 
the meeting and technical session in the Key Biscayne Room on the 
mezzanine level. Courtesy vans will be running continuously 
between the hotel and convention locations. Lang. 

David Talley, W2PF 
Radio Club of America, Inc. 
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FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJMH 

I have been informed that the Sunday QCWA Net has now been 

changed to Saturday mornings at 8:00 a.m. on 3955 KHz. 
PELICAN CHAPTER 

There were 42 members and guests in attendance at the annual 
Christmas party luncheon held at the Econo Lodge in St. Peter- 
sburg on December 21st. The ladies of the chapter headed by Hazel 
Mandel, XYL of W4PLW provided the goodies which were enjoyed 
during the social hour prior to the luncheon. A festive time was had 
by all. 

Our chapter member Cress Donbar, K4YL of Bradenton is being 
honored by the ACWA National Scholarship Fund by having an 
annual scholarship awarded in his name by the Fund. A long-time 
QCWA member 2624 and a regular contributor to the Fund. Ac- 
tually the first gift ever received by the Fund in 1977 was from 
Cress — the establishment of the QCWA Cresson Floyd Donbar 
Scholarship will carry his name and love of radio in perpetuity. 

At the annual meeting, President Jay Strom, K9BSL and all of 
the officers and directors, were re-elected for 1989. The sole ex- 
ception was Reg Iversen, K4QZ, who took over the treasurers 
chores from Blanche, W4GXZ whose busy schedule prohibits her 
from seeking re-election. 

Reported by Don Bice, W4PCO 
HERNANDO CHAPTER 

Frank, W1YTB called the November 15th meeting of our 
chapter at Sorrento’s in Weeki Wachee together with 42 members 
and guests present. 

The new officers for 1989 are as follows: President, Hank 
Wemple, W2EQO; Vice-President, Ed Tilton, W1HDQ; Secretary, 
Eunice Gordon, W1UKR; and Treasurer, Shirley Hill, W4WPD. 
Board of Directors are: Regis Kramer, W4ILE; Ed Handley, 
W100R. 

We will have tables at both the Sky High Hamfest on January 
29th and at the Hernando Hamfest on February 29th. 

Next months meeting will be on December 20th at the usual 
place. Members are asked to bring contributions for the Daystar 
Christmas Basket. ; 

Reported by Eunice, W1UKR 
SPACEPORT CHAPTER 

Our chapter meeting was held on December 10th at the Holiday 
Inn, Cocoa Beach and called to order by President Bob Stewart, 
K6ETB. Thirty-one members and guest were present. 

The following members were elected officers for 1989: 
President, Orton Duggan, W4EQE;; Vice-President, Bud Checkett, 
KOTPB; Secretary, Art Greene, K4DQC; and Treasurer, Allen 
Apple, K4ILX. 

Bob Baird, W9NN reported on the proposed visit to the chapter 
in February by National QCWA Officers: President, Leland Smith, 
W5KL; .Secretary, Jim Walsh, W7LVN; and Treasurer, Wes 
Randles, W4COW. W4EQE declared the regular meeting date 
would be changed on Monday, February 6th to accommodate our 
guests. The national officers also expressed a desire to meet with 
other QCWA members in mid-Flordia and suggested invitations be 
sent to local area chapters inviting attendance. 

Jim Farrior, W4FOK reported on more details on his par- 
ticipation in an archaeological dig in Mayan ruins in Guatemala 
early next year. He will again provide amateur communication 
from the jungle provided the government provides him with a 
license. 

Reported by Art Greene, K4DQC 
GATOR CHAPTER 

There were 29 members and guests at our December 4th 
meeting. This was our Christmas meeting and the tables were 
decorated with beautiful trimmings. Instead of presents being 
exchanged, the members were requested to give donations of 
money to be given to a local charity, the Religious Community 
Services. 

There were a number of birthday and anniversary an- 
nouncements. The birthdays were: Bill Turner, W2WV; Janice 
Neubauer, K4IJK; Lyle Dusenbury, W8DIV; Bob Conaughty, 
K40Q; Jim Keyes, K4FCW; and Irv Sears, K4JCJ. The an- 
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Holding down the QCWA/OOTC booth at Sarasota Hamfest, 
Feb. 20th were L to R: AA4AN, Art Herrald : 53s Sec/tres. 
and AF3E, Frank Figarola. The Chapter plans another Booth 
this coming Sarasota Hamfest. Stop by and sign up in QCWA. 


niversaries were: Tom Matthews, K4IJC, fifth; and Offin Board- 
man, KC4D, 62nd. 

The program was given by member, Bob Conaughty, K40Q. He 
spoke about the Russian satellite that has been in orbit for quite 
some time. There is a Soviet amateur on board with a two-meter 
FM. rig and antenna. The station is signing UIMIR/2MIR. 

Frank Klace, W4YSH had a hip replacement. Jim Smith, 
W4ACG has had back problems. The XYL of Roger Sykes, W1PP 
had a stroke while recovering from a broken hip. 

Our aim for the year 1989 is to get new members. 

: Reported by Eli Nannis, K4JMH 
SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

Our monthly meeting was held on December Ist at the House of 
Chong with President Mary Ryden, K8ONV presiding. There were 
76 members and guests present. 

New members were John Karban, W3IGC and his wife Esther. 

Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF presented a handcrafted brass gavel 
to the chapter in honor of the ‘‘Brass Pounders”’ and as a symbol of 
the presidency. 

Lloyd Pfahler gave a humorous talk on ‘‘Indicators.”’ He ex- 
plained that the title referred to things done as a boy that indicated 
he might become a ham. He and his brother made a rocket from 
steel tubing and wings cut from mother’s aluminum pans. Using 
powder from shotgun shells mixed with sawdust, they aimed it 
down the street, but it went off course into the window, stuck in the 
opposite wall and burned the quilt on the bed. He concluded by 
saying that if you can make someone laugh, it won’t hurt so much. 

Reported by Bob Bookwalter, WANWF 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Sixty-one folks attended the December meeting and enjoyed the 
holiday festivities. 

We regret losing W1PB. Charlie is moving back to the north. 

Try to join us on 14245 KHz at 12:30 p.m. each Thursday. This is 
our informal area net to accommodate those who live away from 
the Lakeland area part of the year or who just want to keep in touch 
with friends who are here. Regulars are W4YRK, W4LHP, NMO9K, 
N4LBG, K8RIF and WT4F. 

Danny, W1PCD is enjoying improved health and has a F.B. 
station set-up at his home in North Lakeland. 

Congratulations to Leonard, N4UMR on passing his advanced 
just three months from starting into ham radio! The same to Bill, 
N4SDV who did it in about the same time. 

W2HGV finally got a solid-state rig. George Lovelace traded in 
WAOHOC for N4UMV! Ask W9EJY about his program to 
revolutionize A.M. broadcasting. It’s really a great idea. 

Sorry that K4AVP lets work get in the way of attending our 
monthly meetings. W4YRK fixed his rig to work the WARC bands. 
WB4RSC spent the holidays in New York. K4GXY reports in from 

(Continued on page 17) 


HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 
ANNOUNCES 


NEW AMATEUR RADIO SALES & SERVICE 


SALES 
Kenwood ¢ Icom ® Tokyo Hy-Power 
Super Batteries « Larsen Antennas ¢ Accessories 


SERVICE 
Genuine Kenwood & Icom ¢ Factory Service & Parts 


HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 


84 North Tymber Creek Road 
P.O. Box 2786 
Ormond Beach, Florida 32074 


HAROLD, KE8MR 


Nationwide Toll Free 
1-800-847-2346 4 -800-84-RADIO 
(904) 672-2878 In Florida 


| 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. MONDAY - WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 


10th Annual ARRL apcroves 
SARASOTA HAMFEST & COMPUTER SHOW 
Saturcay and Sunday, february ‘&, 19, 1995 
Robarss Sports Arena, 3060 Rirgiing Givd,, Sarasota, FL, 
Dears coen at 9:06 AM 


TALK IN ON 146.730, 146.910, 147.730, 449.925 
FREE PARKING FOR OVER 5,000 VEHICLES 
FULL RV HOOKUPS ON GROUNDS 


Hourly prizes — base stations, nand hnhelds and mor 


Total value exceeds $4,000 
Grand Prize IC 735 Transceiver 


Forum theme is BACK TO BASICS 
Saturday and Sunday forums include 
SETTING UP THE NOVICE SHACK 
BUILDING ANTENNAS 
LIGHTNING PROTECTION 
BUILDING POWER SUPPLIES 
TIPS FOR THE BEGINNING DXer 
ARRL 
PACKET RADIO 
COMPUTERS 
FSK 
NETS 
more, more, more 


FCC exams for all classes of lT1icens 
O9S930 on Sunday 


Banquet Saturday night includes entertainment 


All day, off site, LADIES PROGRAM starts at 10:00 AM Saturday 
Must be present to for hourly awards. Need not be present for Grand Prize. 


LARGEST SHOW ON FLORIDA WEST COAST 


Tickets at dcoor--$7.0C 


PRE REGISTRATION FORM 


_... Tickets @ $5.00 each $ Name 

___. RV Hookups @ $10/night $ Address 

__. Banquet @ $12.50 $ C1 tye State 
Total enclosed $ Lippy Godew .35 


CHECKS PAYABLE TO SARASOTA Hamrest, INC TOGETHER WITH SELF ADDRESSED, STAMPED ENVELOPE. 
TO: . Sarasota Hamrest, Inc. 

1817 Buccaneer TERRACE 

Sarasota, FL 34231 


TICKETS AT DOOR FOR REQUESTS RECEIVED TOO LATE FOR MAILING. 
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INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 


COMPUTERS, INC. 


751 South Macedo Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 
(407) 879-6868 FAX NO. (407) 878-8856 


TO: ALL RADIO AMATEURS: 


International Radio and Computers, Inc. has expanded again! We now have a 1200 Sq. Ft. IBM 
Compatible Computer Showroom and a NEW 800 Sq. Ft. Amateur Radio showroom. We most recently 
became ICOM’s newest authorized Dealer. 


If you live on the Treasure Coast, Palm Beach County or Broward County, or North, you will find it 
most convenient driving to International Radio. We are located right off the Florida Turnpike, Exit 54. 
(See map below.) Business hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday; 11:00 AM to 3:00 
PM, Saturday, (407) 879-6868. 


Our prices are competitive and we can provide specialized service on your new purchase, like optimized 
alignment, or, at no charge, check your radio for features and performance. We scll ICOM, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and most amateur radio products. We take trade-ins. We use genuine ICOM, 
Kenwood and Yaesu factory service parts. We employ two (2) full time service technicians (in the 
unlikely event that you require service). If you purchase a radio from us, typically we try to provide 
service in three working days. We can service most amateur radio products from solid state radios 
through tube radios, HF amplifiers, etc. If you are interested, we would be glad to show you our 
sophisticated Service Dept. when you visit our new showroom. We have over 80 years of amateur 
radio experience between our employes, and we know amateur radios from one end to the other. 
MasterCard/Visa/American Express accepted. 


If, by chance, you haven’t been introduced to International Radio in the past, we also provide other 
special services for amateur radio operators. We publish an ICOM, Kenwood and Yacsu newslctter 


ten times a year. We are going into our 9th ycar with the coming subscription period which starts 
January 1, 1989. All of our back issucs are available at a nominal cost. These newsletters keep you 
tuned into modifications, updates, generic problems and information from other subscribers on a 
worldwide basis. We also have the following Uscrs Supplements: TS-940S/AT, TS-930, TS-830, TS- 
430; IC-751(A), IC-730, IC-720(A). We also have Indexes for the ICOM, Kenwood and Yaesu 
newsletters which enables you to find specific information quickly for cach model that was contained in 
previous newsletters. 


We sell high performance 8 Pole Crystal filters that enhances the selectivity of most ICOM, 
Kenwood and Yaesu receivers. These filters have gained us worldwide fame regarding their high 
performance and quality. International Radio can install these filters at a nominal cost. We also sell 
internal enhancement modules for Kenwood TS-940 front panel Memory Bank Control, and Tuning 
Upgrader for most Kenwood HF radios that provides 3 automatic tuning speeds. Call or write for our 
most current brochure which gives details pertaining to our publications and products we sell. 


We would like to thank all of our past customers for their support in helping to make [nternational 
Radio and Computers, Inc. what it is today. We, at International Radio and Computers, Inc., realize 
that the CUSTOMER is our ultimate "Boss". °73 


Rob Pohorence, N8RT Exit 54 Florida Turnpike N 
President 


Macedo Blvd 
The Winner of the drawing mad 
for the ICOM IC-O2AT is 
MR. DONALD MERTEN Bayshore Blvd. Swan Ave. 
2660 SE Solana Lane 
Port St. Lucie, FL 


We SERVICE what we sell!!! 
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OMAR ELECTRONICS 
Omar A. Puepo WA8FON 
Att Your AMATEUR NEEDS 


RT. 1 HWY. 81 SOUTH 


LOGANVILLE, GA. 30249 404-466-3241 


IRELAND TUNE-TENNA SYSTEMS, INC. 
Electronic Circuit & Voltage Fed Antennas 
Patents 3,474,453; 3,792,351; 4,584,587 U.S.- 860480 CAN. 


FRANK E. IRELAND K4UUO 
Antenna Consultant & Design Engineer FCC LIC. 
Inventor & Patent Holder SHIP RADAR 


144-162 Mhz no tuning full 9 OBD gain. Two piece 
Portable/fixed. Light weight. Guarnteed 10 years. 
$99.25. Retails $175. UPS Shipable. More info call 


(305) 264-4448 (305) 633-8185 — 
5101B N.W. 36th Avenue —- Miami, FL 33142 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
GSC ELECTRONICS 


Dye" 7715 INDUSTRIAL STREET 
WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
(305) 727-8817 ¢ FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Send or Call for Free Catalogue 


LALEAH Joe WB4WNA 
ELE C TR: OMICS 514 EAST 9th STREET 


HIALEAH, FL 33010 
EXPERT ELECTRONICS DISTRIBUTORS 887-5936 © 885-0992 
WHOLESALE e RETAIL ¢ EXPORT 
© Electronic Parts Specialists 
© Audio-Video Accessories 
© TV Antenna Systems 
© Marine Antennas 
© ACA Closed-Circuit TV Distributors 
© Test & Design Equipment 


rorattrour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL © INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER e N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


beimon ¢ 1643 HOLLYWOOD BLVD., 
BOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33020 


© Intercom Systems 

© TV & Computer Service Schematics 
© Digital Components 

© Complete Parts Inventory 

© Professional & Friendly Assistance 


02 Chickamauga Ave. 
Rossville, Ga. 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-3610 
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YOUR #1 ELECTRONICS PLACE 


“KNOWN FOR 
SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 


W4WYR 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
11209 South Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33156 
(305) 233-4444 © (305) 642-4139 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


BUFFALO 


Rt. 2 Box 431 
Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


Owned By Beverly Darbyson 
943.125 1 448.125 


NEMAL 


ELECTRONICS N. MIAMI, FL 33164 
INTL., INC. (305) 893-3924 


@ Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 
and cable ties. 

@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies. 

@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. 

@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 
Kings, Times and Tyton. 


12240 NE 14th AVE. 


THe 


CORPORATION 


Realtors Since 1957 


W4ZD & TIZ2BEV 


BEV B. CAVENDER 
PRESIDENT 
GR. 


1200 U.S. 27 N - P.O. Drawer 1083, Lake Placid, FL 33652 
Office: (813) 465-4451 or 385-5133 - After Hours: (813) 465-2638 


Florida Custom Plastics 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 


KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
@ IDENTIFICATION PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


9900 ULMERTON ROAD, NO. 56 
LARGO, FLORIDA 33541 


POINTS SOUTH ELECTRONICS 


SURPLUS... SURPLUS... SURPLUS 
Resistors (low-high wattaye) 
Transistors © Connectors 
Capacitors ¢ Diodes 
Repeater Cabinets (many sizes) 
Used Amateur Radio Equipment 


OR WHAT DO YOU NEED??? 


4009 West 18th Avenue, Hialeah, Florida 33012 
Tel. (305) 557-9477 


LICENSE PLATES 
PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


PHONE (813) 684-6121 


GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC. 
Offices in NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 


(813) 433-0331 


CASA MARCONI 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 


KA4TQP 
JULIO C. UTRERA 


7189 S.W. 8th STREET OFFICE (305) 264-8443 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 


SOUTHERN 
> TECHNOLOGIES 
AMATEUR 
RADIO 


AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 


JOE LELLO/KF4AX * BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 
10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 © Miami, FL 33157 © 238-3327 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB 


MAILING NOTICE PLEASE 


Qur normal mailing date is the 25th of each month! Do 
not call Yea Editor! We dont know! Ask your mail - 
man - who just got another pay increase! 73 Editor. 


9% DISKETTES 10 AMP NOW USE BOTH SIDES == 2B 
OOUMLE SIDEO/DOUBLE DENSITY OFY OUR DISKETTE! 
Each Diskette 100% Certified Regulated ; 
: oS ez POWER SUPPLY | 5 DISKETTE 
3); DISKE i ‘ ES +s34ours | ° ore te HG evesewone H 
9 Pilot lig wir 
DOUBLE SDE ues "50 toes Bavins $2.00} ° Spiga NEW Raga 
In lots of 200 $1.25 ea. - $3.75 per C lovemrr Tense wrens . All metal 5.00 
In lots of 100 3 1.35ea, - $3. ee con Check or Money Order cabinet, fused add $2.00 EACH shipping 
In lots of 50 1.45ea. -Lots ‘ bbb fis: . | Cetra SE TET 
LABELS $1.50 per Cno shipping charge] \rneainsesutes New Low Price | AZDEN Service Manvats 
Brand new. Double side: EXTRA WRITE PROTECT TABS | $55.00 SM PCS 4000 - PCS 3000 - PCS 300 


100 percent certified : 108 for $1 


$5.50 Plus UPS: 
3.5” holds 30 disks / 5%" holds 50 disks. 


3.5” or 5%" Data Cases ony NPs 


Diego Garcia, Chagos Islands, on 20 C.W. to W2HGV and W4JM. 

WE3BFJ is happy that 10 meters is good again. Let’s all give a 
helping hand to the novice/techs new to ten meters. 

N4LBG sports a new TS-940 and TL-922 linear. 
KA4NQK/KB4UWY area a very active husband-wife team. 

K8RIF, chapter treasurer, is hopeful all members will pay their 
1989 chapter dues so the membership roster can be up-dated and 
distributed to all. You can do this at the February 18th meeting, 
11:30 a.m., Sirloin Family Steakhouse, 3015 U.S. Highway 98N, 
Lakeland. 

Thanks to 1988 President Frank La Londe, W4PBL for his fine 
work. Let’s all support our 1989 President, Charles Chapman, 
W4SVB during his term. Happy New Year! 


RECOMMENDATION FILED OPPOSING 
RESIDENTIAL PHONE RATES FOR REPEATERS 

An in-house study by the Florida Public Service Commission 
has resulted in a recommendation that residential phone rates 
not be granted to Amateur Radio repeaters. The Florida Public 
Service Commission is not bound by the recommendation but itis 
not good news! 

The report states that to grant ham repeaters residential rates 
such as was done in Texas might cause residential rates overall to 
rise due to the lost income. At present, most ham repeaters are 
subject to the higher business rates. 

From Balanced Modulator — NOFARS 


25 Years a Ham? 


I QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASS'N, Inc. 


e Preserves and promotes Amateur 
Radio 
e Awards & recognition for members 
e Over 160 local chapters 
e CW and SSB nets ¢ QSO parties 
e Over $4,000.00 awarded annually 
in youth scholarships 


You owe yourself the privilege of 
QCWA affiliation 


40th 


Anniversary 


Quarter Century Wireless Assoc. 
1408 Cooper Dr. ¢ Irving, TX 75061 


$11.20 EACH PREPAID 


N.P.S. Inc. (215) 884-6010 
1138 BOXWOOD RO 
JENKINTOWN. PA 19046. A24HR. ANSWER'G MACHINE 


‘ 
fEpepihashy 


THE FCC INFO PAGE 
BOCA RATON AREA EXAMS 
FCC exams are given by the IBM Radio Club at the IBM facility in Boca Raton. Exams are 
scheduled for the first Friday of the month at 5 PM. Bring a photocopy of your license, 
positive ID, and $4.55 to cover the testing fee. Contact Pete Brunet, WS4G, during working 


hours at Phone 982-3885 for more details. 


BROWARD COUNTY 

CAVEC Examinations by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month on the FIRST Saturday 
at 8:45 AM and on the THIRD Thursday at 7:30 PM. No pre-registration required and all 
forms provided. 

ADDRESS: 1601 North Harrison Parkway (NW 136th Ave.), Sunrise. 

FEE: $2.00 except Novice, which is free. 

BRING WITH YOU: your license (the original), a photocopy of that license, the original of 
any credit certificates and a piece of photographic ID (Driver's license is OK). 

TALK-IN: available on 145.27 and 224.84 repeaters. 

FOR FURTHER INFO: call Chip Allen, Ak4Y (H) 476-8761 or (W) 476-4763 or call Joe 
Loewy, KF4FO (H) 434-8211 or (W) 476-4567. From Dade county, during business hours only, 
592-8600. Ask for extension 4321 or 4697. Recorded info (24 hours) 476-4444. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA — MAITLAND EXAM SCHEDULE 

The Central Florida V.E. Program will hold FCC Exam sessions in the Fellowship Hall 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Maitland, Florida at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday 
of September and November, 1988. These dates are September 10th and November 12th. 

These exams will b> conducted by CAVEC examiners, and the cost will be $4 for all, 
except novice tests for which there is no charge. You should bring your original FCC 
license and a copy of it to attach to the 610 forms which will be available at the test site. 

If you have any CSCE’s, please bring them as well as a copy of them. We wish you good 
luck, and if you have any questions please call N4ADI at (407) 644-5905. See you there! 

PORT CHARLOTTE 

FCC exams are being sponsored by the Charlotte Amateur Radio Society (ARRL- 
VEC) 9:00 a.m., Saturday, February 25, 1989 at the Maple Leaf Estates — Charlotte 
Recreation Building, 2100 Kings Highway, Port Charlotte, Florida 33980. 

Contact Mel Jerkins, W4STI for information — (813) 629-6276. 


ARRL/VEC examinations by Consolidated VE's of Brevard County — Rm Q-22 — 
Florida Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third 
Saturday of every month No pre-registration required. Form 610s provided. Brin 
original and photocopy of current license. Contact person is Victor Lau, N4FUY, (407) 768- 
0888. 


F.C.C. EXAMS — MIAMI 

The Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5800 Southwest 87th Avenue, Miami, 
will have examinations starting at 9:00 a.m. on the following Saturdays (second Saturday 
of each month): 

January 14th, February 11th, March 11th, April 8th, May 13th, June 10th, July 8th, 
August 12th, September 9th, October 14th, November 11th and December 9th. 

Walk-in examinations on test available basis. Photocopy of license, positive iden- 
tification, pen and pencil, $4.55 check payable to ARRL/ VEC needed for exam. FCC Form 
610 available at exam. 

Mail FCC forms and check to: Jose A Ramos, WW4W, 6011 S.W. 1ith Street, West 
Miami, Florida 33144. 

For further information call: Ron Bell, WN4L, 247-2944 after 6:00 p.m. 


DUNEDIN-TAMPA BAY AREA 

W5YI coordinated amateur radio exams conducted by the DARA V.E. testing team, 
the first Monday of every month. Due to holiday, January exms will be held January 9th. 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building Number 99, Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road, Dunedin. 

Please bring original and copy of license, positive identification and $4.75 fee. 

Talk-in 145.210 or 145.310, 600-. Walk-in accepted. Information from KI4MO, (813) 531- 
1911 or AA4XI, 539-9509. Mailing address DARA, P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 

FORT MYERS AREA 

The 1989 test schedule sponsored by the Fort Myers ARC (ARRL/VEC) is as follows: 

January 28th, March 18th, May 20th and November 18th, 1989. 

Contact Bob Strathy, WV4F, 5428 Brandy Circle. S.W., Fort Myers, Florida 33919 
(SASE) or phone (813) 481-4880 for information. : 

F.C.C. EXAMS — HIALEAH 

W5YI coordinated test — novice through extra, every third Saturday of the month at 

8:00 p.m. Location is 750 East 25th Street, Hialeah, second floor. 
Pre-registration recommended. Walk-in on test available basis. Fee is $4.75. 

contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL, P.O. Box 3576, Hialeah, Florida 33013 or (305) 829-0602 

(7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.) Dates are January 21, February 18 and March 18. 
LAKELAND AREA 

The Lakeland Amateur Radio Club will conduct amateur examinations on Saturday, 
October 29, 1988 at the American Red Cross Building, 1815 Gilmore Avenue, Lakeland, 
Florida. Examinations will start at 9:30 a.m. ARRIL/VEC protocol will be used and 
candidates must present the original (if any) of their amateur license, a copy of the 
license and a check, made out to ARRL/VEC, in the amount of $4.55. 

Walk-ins will be accepted but prior registration will be appreciated with Charlie Zottu, 
WBA4NSQ, 405 Oppitz Lane, Lakeland, Florida 33803, (813) 688-4033. WB4NSQ will supply 
FCC Form 610 for SASE. 

MARION COUNTY 
W5YI Testing — Novice through Extra, every second Monday, at 7:00 PM. Marion County 
Government Complex at the corner of SE Ft. King Ave., and SE 25th Ave. Talk-in on the 
146.61, K4GSO Repeater; Silver Springs Radio Club, Ocala, Florida. Contact Jim Brenner, 
NT4B, 237-5783; or Walt Morris, K4ELK, 245-7254. 


MELBOURNE EXAM DATES 

Here are the exam dates for the last half of 1988. Exams are held on the third Saturday 
of every month at Florida Institute of Technology in Melbourne. Exams start at 10:00 a.m. 
and are usually over by 1:00 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome. 

For more information, contact Victor Lau, N4FUY, at Florida Institute of Technology 
Amateur Radio Society, (407) 768-8000 x 8149. 

Melbourne exam dates — July to December, 1988: July 16th, August 20th, September 
17th, October 15th, November 19th and December 17th. 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA EXAMS - -CRESTVIEW 
FCC Exams are given the second Saturday of each third month, (i.e., February, May, 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m., local, at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South 
Wilson Street, Crestview, Florida. Fees $4. Walk-ins welcome. Free coffee, FCC 610’s on 
hand. Plenty of rag-chewing. Talk-in on 147.36, WB4CDR/RPT. Bring copy of license and 
identification with picture (e.g., drivers license). 
For more information contact WB40RK/CVE, Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida 
32536. 
OCALA / CENTRAL FLORIDA 
W5YI Exams are held each month on the last Thur7:30 PM at the St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Church, 2802, NE 7th Street, Ocala, FL. All examnsa are on a walk-in basis. Fee is 
$4.35. Novice tests free. Talk-in is available on 145,130 (TX-600) or contact Jerry, KAUBR 
629-6049 or Terry, NANWN 351-0489. December test will be on December 19 at 10°AM. 
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PALM BEACH 

Who: PBARC + PBCCARC. 

What: Palm Beach County — amateur radio licenses tests — ARRL/VEC. When: third 
Saturday of each month at 9:00a.m. 

Where: Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, 
Room 101 (criminal justice). 

Cost: $4.75 for 1988. 

Action: Pre-registration advised. Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials 
available. Must bring original license and a photocopy, picture identification, and pens 
and pencils. : 

PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 
Test dates and times: January 14th, April 15th, July 15th and October 14th, 1989; 10:00 
CST; 9:30a.m. for all walk-ins. 
Test site: Civil Defense Building, Main Conference Room, 644 Mulberry Avenue, 


Panama City, Florida. ‘ 
No cash. Make checks payable to: ARRL/VEC. No charge for novice. All other classes 


will be $4.55. , 

Contact: Charles Hickman, 2402 West 2ist Street, Panama City, Florida 32405; 
telephone: (904) 785-0449. Talk-in on: 146.940/340. > 

TAMPA TESTING 

The second Saturday of each month, Tampa Amateur Radio Club Clubhouse, Columbia 
Drive (Davis Island), Tampa, Florida (next to the Coast Guard Station), 1:00 p.m. Bring 
a copy of your license and $4.55 cash (novice exams free) along with two I.D.’s. Non- 
programmable calculators permitted. Contact Jud, AB4EC at (813) 884-8218 for reser- 
vations (recommended). 

VENICE FCC EXAMS 

FCC exams are given for all classes of Amateur Radio licenses on the second Saturday 
of each month at 9:00 a.m. at the Venice Public Library, 300 South Nokomis Ave., Venice, 
FL. 

Bring a completed FCC Form 610 (Forms will be available at test site), your driver's 
license or a legal photo I.D., a photo copy of your present license (to be attached to Form 
610), the ORIGINAL of your present license (this will be returned to you). Test fee is $4.00 
($4.55 if under ARRL/ VEC). No fee is required for Novice exam. 

For further information contact Don Fontaine, N4ET, 252 Cocoa Lane, Venice, FL 34293. 
Tel.: (813) 497-4014. 

WEST PALM COUNTY 
_The Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council, Inc., is giving amateur license tests on each 
third Saturday of each month (except October of 1988), at Palm Beach Community 
(Junior) College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida, Room Criminal Justice 101, 
at 9:00 a.m. The tests are given under the ARRL-VEC and currently cost $4.55. Walk-ins 
permitted in as long as we have test materials available. Pre-registration strongly ad- 
vised, except for code testing. Next tests for 1988 will be on September 17th, November 
19th and December 17th. The October tests will be given on October 15th and 16th at 9:00 
a.m., at South Florida Fair Grounds, PBRA Hamfest, 9067 Southern Boulevard (State 
Road 8), West Palm Beach, Florida. 
WEST PASCO COUNTY 
The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/VEC exam sessions — novice 
through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is Adult 
Education Center, 1510 South Boulevard, New Port Richey. 

Walk-ins accepted ona materials available basis. Pre-registration strongly advised. 

__ Bring: (1) original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, (2) positive 
identification, (3) check for $4.75 payable to ARRL/ VEC (no fee for novice exam), and (4) 
original and photocopy of any CSCE for code or written elements. Form 610 will be fur- 
nished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). 

Contacts for the February 7th session are: Fred, AA4FG, (813) 849-1334; and Ralph, 

W2GLW, (813) 842-8351. 
DADE CITY AREA f 
The Pasco Hills DX Association will administer FCC Amateur Radio License 
Examinations in the TECO (Tampa Electric Company) Building, 602 East Meridian 
Avenue; two blocks east of U.S. Highway 301 in Dade City, Florida. They will be every 
third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

Bring original and copy of your license, photo identification and $4.55 fee. There is no 

charge for novice examination. 

For information call Ed Privette: (904) 583-4580; Roy Lambert: (813) 986-2841; or Bob 

Luden: (813) 788-6609. : 
BRANDON AREA 
The Brandon Amateur Radio Society (BARS) will be starting another licensing class 
starting January 10, 1989 at Brandon Senior High School, Room 362, 7:00 p.m. The class 
will be followed by an examination session Tuesday, March 21st at 7:00 p.m. 

The classes will include International Morse Code at the candidate’s own speed and. 

theory for the class of license desired. 

Contact Fred Kierstead, K4TN, 312 North Moon Avenue, Brandon, Florida 33511. 

NORTH DADE 

Fellowship Amateur Radio Club, Inc., will be giving exams for novice through extra in 

conjunction with W5YI V.E. program. 

Exams will be given before the regular monthly club meetings on the fourth Thursday 

of the month at Engall’s Park, Southwest 8th Avenue and First Street in Hallandale. 

Starting date and time of day will be announced in the near future. 

SOUTH BROWARD 

There will be a W5YI FCC exam. No pre-registration required. Bring a copy and the 
original of your current license and positive identification (driver’s license). Form 610 
will be provided. 

Recommended arrival one-half hour prior to testing. Fee for up grades $4.55, novice 
testing is free. 

Thursday evening, 6:30 p.m., January 26th, Ingels Park, Southwest First Street and 
Southwest Eighth Avenue in Hallandale. Prior to Fellowship ARC meeting. For more 
details call: (305) 823-5437, evenings. ; 


NOVICE TRAINING COURSE 

The Hollywood Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring a novice 
training course leading to FCC licensing commencing Thursday, 
February 23, 1989. The classes will be held from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. and will continue for 10 weeks. The lessons will include Morse 
Code at five words per minute, theory, operating and FCC rules and 
regulations. The cost is $20. 

A class will also be offered for those seeking to upgrade to 
technician or general status commencing Thursday, February 
23rd. The classes will run from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and will 
continue for ten weeks. The fee is $20. 

For additional information, registration and class location, 
please contact instructor, Tom Middleton, WB4CKY at 652-8869. 
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THE AMATEUR AUXILIARY 
A Special for ‘‘Florida Skip’”’ 

On September 14, 1982, President Reagan signed into law a 
measure that amended the Communications Act of 1934. This 
measure exempted the amateur service from the “Secrecy of 
Communications”’ provisions of Section 705 of the Communications 
Act. Thus clearing the way for a more active role on the part of 
amateurs in policing their own bands. 

It also authorized the FCC to use volunteers in monitoring for 
rules violations. Volunteers will be able to issue advisory notices to 
apparent violators to convey information to commission personnel, 
but will not be authorized to take enforcement actions themselves. 

Those two changes to the Communications Act and an 
agreement signed by the FCC Field Operations Bureau and the 
ARRL with respect to amateur volunteers on March 28, 1984, paved 
the way to the establishment of the Amateur Auxiliary. 

To implement the amateur auxiliary volunteer status with the 
three FCC Field Operations Bureau Offices in the State of Florida, 
a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the three offices 
and the section managers of North and South Florida during the 
latter part of October and the first of November 1988. 

Each member of the amateur auxiliary start out as an official 
observer. To become a member of the amateur auxiliary he must 
pass a certification test as required by the FCC. This test consists 
of 20 questions based on material sent from ARRL headquarters. 
Most questions are on rules and regulations and reporting. Each 
member of the A.A. is required to submit a monthly report of his 
monitoring activities. This report goes both to the A.A. coordinator 
and ARRL headquarters. 

The areas of responsibilities of these various members and 
committees are as follows: the high frequency (two to 30 MHz) 
problems, interference, operating practices, hard core cases, etc., 
are handled through the A.A. to the A.A. coordinator who screens 
them for action. He determines if the FCC FOB should be informed 
or if the Amateur Auxiliary Regional Monitoring Station at Delray 
Beach, Florida, should handle it. 

The VHF and UHF (30 MHz to 2.4 GHz) problems are usually 
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* REGISTRATION * 
$6.00 Advance 


(Until March 15th) 


$8.00 at the door 


next vacation 
around the south- 
land’s most popular 
Hamfest, at the hub of 
the greatest entertainment 
and activity center in the east. 


ee a ORANGE COUNTY CIVIC CENTER | 
(at INTERSTATE 4, EXIT 29) 
ARRL 


Northern Florida 
Section Convention 
April 7th, 8th, 9th 

—1989— 


NOW BIGGER & BETTER 
THAN EVER! 


Watch this space for more details next month! 


assigned by the A.A. coordinator to an A.A. member or the local 
interference committee member. Since these problems are usually 
localized they can best be handled by the community in which the 
problem exists. If local efforts cannot resolve the problem 
amicably the A.A. coordinator will furnish the local FCC office 
concerned with the details and request action. 

Cases are usually referred from the FCC Monitoring Station, 
Vero Beach, Florida, to the Amateur Auxiliary Regional 
Monitoring Station directly and vice versa. The Amateur Auxiliary 
Regional Monitoring Station also assists the states of Georgia and 
Alabama, as well as Florida with its problems. 

Cases reported to the FCC such as TVI, phone interference, 
cable interference by a member of the amateur community is 
usually referred to the amateur auxiliary coordinator for 
resolution. These cases are then sent to the nearest A.A. member or 
local interference committee or TVI volunteer for action. It is the 
hope of all members of this volunteer organization to solve all the 
problems in an amicable manner. We all are organized to help the 
amateur community. 

If you have a problem contact your local A.A. member or the 
local interference committee and ask for help. If you call the FCC 
they will probably refer you to the amateur auxiliary coordinator, 
unless it is something requiring immediate response. 


All members of this team are volunteers who usually have years 
of experience and are giving something back to their hobby for the 
years of pleasure its given them. 


Dave Sumner, ARRL executive vice president noted in a QST 
editorial “‘Where protecting the future of amateur radio is con- 
cerned it boils down to this: if we, the amateur community, won’t 
do it, no one will.” 


If you would like to help, contact your section amateur auxiliary 
coordinator. 

The North Florida Amateur Auxiliary Coordinator is: John 
Reinke, AB6I, 370 Kingsley Drive, Casselberry, Florida 32707. 

The South Florida Amateur Auxiliary Coordinator is: Eric G. 
Hogberg, W4TAH, 4190 Malden Drive, Sarasota, Florida 34241. 


Build your Hameation only minutes away 


from Florida’s main attractions! 


* Disney World * EPCOT Center 
* Sea World * Wet n’ Wild * Water 
Mania * Boardwalk & Baseball 
* Church Street Station * Gatorland . 
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** Continuous Forums Saturday 
and Sunday 


* FCC EXAMS Sunday at 9:00am 
*FREE Novice Exam - all others $4.00 

Form 610 provided. Register for exams on 
Saturday. Bring credits and license. 


EXPANDED INDOOR SWAP TABLES 
($25.00 for all three days) 
Commercial Exhibit Areas 


Children under 12 Free! 


”“C’mon down and enjoy 


our Southern Hospitality” 
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For General Information & Tickets - Registrants and Exhibitors contact: 
Hamcation Information ¢ P.O. Box 547811, Orlando, FL 32854 


ORLANDO HAMCATION & COMPUTER SHOW 


Sponsored by: Orlando Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 


Evis AMATEuR Rapro, Inc. 


1351 STATE ROAD 84 - ALLIGATOR ALLEY 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


[fi eed | OPEN 
7 
DAYS 


PLEASE USE 
ALTERNATE 
ROUTES DURING 
1-95 
CONSTRUCTION 


THE LATEST IN HAM EQUIPMENT 
ALL NAME BRANDS 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT 
EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


305 . 305 
525-0103 944-3383 
BROWARD DADE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS - MASTERCARD & VISA 
““SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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RATE CARD INFO. HAMBAR service of electronic ent ONLY is 


equipm: 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateur at the rate of 10cents 
word, which 


33286. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Thank you 
for your cooperation. Editor. 


FOR SALE: Just add your radio and be on packet. KPC-2 Kan- 
tronics TNC. NEC Laptop portable computer with bill tin 
CALC, wordstar, filer, and communications progams. Also 
300 and 1200 Baud modems and portable thermal printer. All 
for $275. Call Ken Kuzma KE4MG, 5771 Scott Lake Hills Lane 
Lakeland, FL 33813 813 644-9279. 


SELL: KENWOOD TH215A, 2 meter handi-talkie. Purchase in 
March 1988. Paid $365. Sell $250. Firm. Ed Rahenkamp WA4- 
TLG, 423 First St., Tavares, FL 32778 904-343-5682. 


FOR SALE: NEW! 30 foot Aluma Tower, B-130-RHA. $300. 
or best offer. Bill Kickenapp K4GTE, 1318 N. K. St, Lake Worth 
FL 334£0 407 585-9074. 

SELL: MFJ 941 300W tuner w/manual, mint $40. C-64 Comp- 
uter, P.S., cables, manual, one hour use, in box $90. Mort 

Berger K4JIL, 3051 NW 46th Ave., Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33313 
305 735-9137. 


HANDICAPPED Novice needs receiver, tube test equipment & 
ham magazines. W. M. McDonald KB4UYH, 300 Tenth St. So. 
Apt. 943, St. Peteresburg, FL 33705 813 894-5199. 


FOR SALE: HAL ST-6000 mint condition, make offer. Transm- 
ation instrumention current loop tester/simulator $450. Need 
Service manual for Panasonic UF 400 FAX transceiver and Heath 
1D 1290 Weather Station. Larry Shumway N5DHY, P. O. Box 
291546, Port Orange, FL 32029 904 761-6554. 


Ten-Tec, New boxed 1989 production models, USA made, 561 
Corsair 11, 585 Paragon Transceivers, 425 Titian 1.5 KW, and 
Hercules 11 1KW linear amplifiers, 229B antenna tuner, 2510B 
satellite station, mobile HF antenna, plus accessories all models, 
take clean ham gear in trade, VISA/MC or check, for best deal, 
writd phone Bill Slep 704-524-7519, Slep Electr onics Company 
Hi hway 441, Otto, NC 28763. 


SELL: Henry 3KA amp. Legal limit output. New Dahl Hypersil 
power transformer, uses 3-500Z tubes. Like new one owner $1200. 
Pick up only. Ernie Greeson K4RD, 1500 E. Terramar Dr. 
Pempano Beach, FL 33062 305 943-0229. 


FOR SALE: ALPHA 78 true 1.5 Kw output. Autotune, OSK. 
One owner. Ship UPS. Original cartons, manual $2100. Ernie 
Greeson K4RD, 1500 E. Terramar Dr., Pompano 
Beach, FL 33062 305 943-0229. 


COLLINS MANUALS. All original |! 312B & BS Station Control, KWM- 
2&2A, &2A, 62S1 VHF Converter, 32S3, 30L1, $10. each. 136B2 
Blanker, 51S1/1B, 75S3B/3C, 75S3/3A, 32S1, , 7O9E-1, 30S1, , 

70E1-15, 516F2, $15. each. Add $2. for packing and postage. 
Also have about 3 other receiver/xmtr manuals. See July/aug. Hambars 
for listing. Andy Clark W41YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 
305 888-3874. : 


SELL: PK232 with WFAX. $200. Model 100 32K. $250. Both 
mint. Lance Wyman K81XZ, 5589 Cajeput Ct., Melbourne Vill- 


age, FL 32904 407 725 8163. 


FOR SALE: 220 Mhz repeater. In full operation with control 
options. The entire system mounted in a 40 inch cabinet. Com- 
plete with 7 Db Omni antenna. Repeater sold with or without 
control options. All Options $2,300. Adam Wantuck WA4QQR 
P O Box 4129, Margate, FL 33063 305 752-7781 after 6 PM. 


FOR SALE: Best of the new year toall! Kenwood: TS820S 
Xevr with DigR/O & CW filter, $475. VFO820 $175. SP-820 
external speaker with audio filters, $85. PC-1 Phone Patch 
$85. TV502 2 meter transver ter $225. MC-50 Base microphone 
$50. AT-200 (200 watt) antenna tuner $195. UT-2000A 2kW 
antenna tuner. $175. TenTec KR-20 Keyer $50. AEA, the 
“INTERFACE” $50. ADD UPS. Tony Musero 1609 S. Ise- 
minger St., Philadelphia, PA 19148 215 271-8898. 
CHILDHOOG IS THE TIME OF LIFE WHEN YOU MAKE 
FUNNY FACES IN THE MIRROR! MIDDLE AGE IS THE TIME 
OF LIFE WHEN THE MIRROR GETS EVEN...... 


WANTED: COLLINS equipment, KWM-2/2A, S-Line, 30L-1 
30S-1, KWM-380, mics, cables, manuals, etc., also Ten-Tec 
Paragon, Corsair II/1, Omni ‘C’, Triton IV, Argonaut 509/515. 
Garry Murphy KF4S, P.O. Box 1762, Apopka, FL 32704 407 _ 
889-4867. 


Nn en ee a ee ye te 


RCA COLOR 25 inch TV model XL-100, solid state VHF/UHF 
Monitor. Can be used stirckly as a VCR or other purpuse color 
monitor. Have one left. $100. Pick up only and see it first. A. 
Clark, W41YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 - 
888-3874. 


AN OANA CO CRON De nh eres Nt eH ara ee serene! Serene nee nienenarnsent tears epeeereiearea 


| TOLD MY PSYCHIATRIST | KEPT HAILUCINATING | 
WAS MICKEY MOUSE. HE SAID | WAS HAVING DISNEY 
SEG Si. W42ZGG. 


FOR SALE: 6 meter station. ICOM 551 with VOX, pass-band 
tuning $325. Apollo 6 meter amplifier (wired for IC-551) 10 
watts in, 340 watts out. Mint, extra set of finals $350. Advanced 
receiver Research preamps: PSOVDG $20. P50VD $45. GSC 
power supply 13.6 VDC 10 amp regulated with fan $25. Heil 
EQ20 mic. Equalizer with two-tone, power supply $25 Mike 
Raskin K4KUZ, 561 West Tropical Way, Plantation, FL 33317 
305 583-4026 9AM to1 AM only or SEDXA Rpt 147.33 + 
lg a 
WANTED: 10/15 meter preamp. Call Don Belcher Sr. WA4JVE 
8730 Sheridan Rd., West Melbourne, FL 32904 407 723-9460. 
La aaa A GE 
NEED TUBES?.? Have huge inventory. Call evenings for price 
quotes. Also buy tubes. Dick Gross N1BGL, 3089 Delton 
Blivd., Sprin Hill, FL 34606 904 688-2374. 


EVERYTHING WORTHWHILE IS AT FIRST DIFFICULT.... 


eR GRREEEEEEEEE 
FOR SALE: Six foot cabinet. Has locking front door and open 
back door. Cabinetis equiped with front, mid, and rear rails for 
19 inch rack panels. Overall demntions 72. tall by 22 wid by 

24 deep. Will deliver within 25 mile radius of Ft. Lauderdale. 
Adam Wan tuck WA4QQR, PO Box 4129, Margate, FL 33063 
305 752-7791 after 6 PM. 

SELL: FOUR element SWAN beam. Ready to transport. Comp- 
lete except some nuts, bolts, etc. Excellent condition. In dry 
Storage for five years. $95. OBO. Ellis Laxton W40ED, 701 

NE 38 th St, Boca Raton, FL 33431 407 391-0494. 


ee Oe 
FOR SALE: New SWAN SWR-1A power meter $25. R ober ts 990 
reel-reel tape recorder (needs minor work). $80. Sanyo B&W TV 
$25. Panasonic portable reel-reel tape recorder $27. Art Schiff 
W4UY J, 3200 Kirk St., Miami, FL 33133 305 856-0045. 


YOU KNOW YOU’ 3E GROWING OLDER, WHEN YOU SINK 
YOUR TEETH IN A STAKE AND THEY STAY THERE.... 
pectin Pare Ee AN EAL A DBA MRSA REARS i 


SELL: Heath SB-220 amp. Tubes have only 25 hours. Pick up 
only. Joe Michaels W4DDV, 711 SE 6th Terr. Pompano Beach, 
FL 33061 305-781 5583. 


PEOPLE DON’T WEAR OUT, BUT THEY OFTEN RUST OUT. 


Cleaning out library. Send SASE for big list of ham radio and 
electronic books and magazines (J. R., CW, 73, OST, Wireless 
World, Popular Electronics, ETC.). Joe Holstein N8EA, 1515 
Sashabaw Ortonville, MI 48462. 


SELL: DRAKE TR-3 completely refurbished AC/m bile $375. 
Yeasu FT-101E AC/mobile $300. Polycom 6 AC/mobile $25. 
Carl Fissell Jr. K3WJS, 1221 SE Bay Harbor St., Port Saint 
Lucie, FL 34983. 407 878-4926. 


WANTED: Schematic for SWAN-350D. Art Bigson KA4WNZ, 
13610 N. Mcintosh Rd., Plant City,i FL 33566. 


FOR SALE: ICOM IC-2302 mtr FM $60. ICOM IC-202S 
2 mt SSB portable $100. Ed Purvis WA4NJY, 808 45th St. W. 
Braden ton, FL 34209 813 746-1642. 


WANTED: Old a.c./d.c radios (nqJocks) tube type only.Write 
how many and what you got. Al Canning WB4HAK, 6 Camella 
Dr., DeBary, FL 3271 oe 


WANTED: Crystal controlled marine band HF and VHF radios. 
HT-220 VHF highband Omni set up to use in a conver tacam; 
Valmet M-78 magazines; mobile antenna for 160 meters. Every- 
thing must be inexpensive. Randy Grimes, P.O. Box 546, Randle 
WA 98377 206 496-6262. 


FOR SALE: NATIONAL MODEL HRO 60 radio receiver with a 
modified SSB including manual, good workingcondition. Make 
offer. John Orang, 550 N.W. Azalea Ave., Port St Lucie, FL 
34983 407 878-0813. 


WE ONLY FAIL IF WE FAIL TOTRY... 


FOR SALE: ICOM 271H 2M all mode 10 watt- 100W. All PL 
tomes. Internal PS, Mint condition. $700.) €@orge Hawkins WA4- 
YWA, 144 Melanie Lane, Mount Dora, FL 32757 904 383-4444. 


SELL: Kenwood TS-520 with fused DC power connector for 12 
volts $300. Leonard Lione N2EXP, 3100 NE 48 Ct, A107, Light- 
House Point, FL 33064 305 427-9534. 


PROSPERITY IS A GREAT TEACHER: ADVERSITY IS 
GREATER.... 

FOR. SALE: Cushcraft A-4 3 element triband beam. Good 
condition. $150. Tom Chirhart NP4V, 305-258-4378, near 
homestead AFB, FL s 


WANTED: Any MIAMI C.W. Operator that copy 20 - 25 WPM. WE 
need you on our All Florida CW Traffic Net “QFN” . We will teach 
you the procedure. Any night at 7 or 10 PM. on 3651. Come on Miami 
where are you?2?2? CEN Mar. 


COLLECTORS: For Sale. Microphones. ElectroVoice 605 
Dynamic desk-stand. Astatic D-104 - Turner 33D - Electro-Voice 
Mercury 611 - American O9A - Electro- Acoustic 145 Mc Xtal - 
Wood handle antique Calrad 500C. Best offer takes each or all. 
Layton N. Ruse W4VBQO, 2131 SW 62nd Ave., Miami, FL 33155 
305 266-4946. 


ONE GREAT VIRTUE.WE’D ALL LIKE TO HAVE IS PAT- 
IENCE --IF ONLY WE COULD FIND THE TIME FOR IT..... 


SELL: 10 meter mobile Uniden HA-2510 25 watt, pride 80 to 
10 meter amp. 175 watts out. TenTec vertical Valor 5 inch 
magnetic mount, ignition noise suppressor package only $400. 
Joe Ciardi N4MMI, 17402 Brian Dr. Jupiter, FL 33478 407 - 
247-3584. _ 


ee UU URE ENR UEE IEEE REESE EERE eneennenenntennemnemnernnnmne tt 


ANTENNA TUNER. Collins 180-1, 10,000 W. SSB PEP or 5000 
W. CW. Used for tuning impedances below 25 Ohms from 2 to 
2.6 MHz. The 180Y-1 is manually operated T-network whtch 
will match a 52 ohm Xmtr output to a 52 Ohm coax antenna. 
Demensions 11 5/8 high by 7 inches wide by 16 11/16” deep. 
Weight 23.5 Ibs. Selections of 3 bands from 2 to 30 Mhc. $150. 
Andy Clark W41YT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 
305 888-3874. 


HOW EMPTY IS THE LIFE THAT IS FILLED WITH NOTHING 


BUT THINGS! ...viaW4ZGG 
PHONY PHONETICS or MOBILING MADE EASY 
By Frank Nankin, K4BNZ 


How many times have you been mobiling and a station answers 
you and after the QSO you have forgotten his call? You wouldn’t 
have forgotten if he had used ‘“‘phony phonetics’”’ to identify his call. 

Long after you forget the QSO and the person, the phonetics 
would remain, and if you heard them again you would instantly 
recall having spoken to this person. I’ll never forget the man who 
helped me get started in amateur radio 29 years ago, Bob, K4QHG, 
Quite Happy Guy. And another friend was the Real Jolly Joker. 

For your consideration, I offer these possibilities. Undoubtedly, 
with very little thought, you can do much better than what follows: 
K4AU, America United; W2BIV, Beautiful Indian Virgins; 
WAQJNB, Justa Nice Boy. Here are some good ones using their 
entire call: WA4STQ, We Are Four Strip Tease Queens; KE4G, 
Keen Eye for Girls; and NC4L, No Charge for Ladies. 

Some calls lend themselves to such ribald thoughts as to be 
better left alone. If my call was K4GFY I probably would have long 
ago been thrown off the air! 

Let’s get our imaginations working and get some life into those 
dull letters and maybe your call will be remembered. After all, who 
could forget the Keeper for Big Noisy Zebras! 


CO2KK ON 2M SSB 
On January 4, 1989 the first known two-meter SSB Cuba-U:S. 
QSO took place between CO2KK, Havana, and WB4MJE, Big Pine 
Key, Florida. This was quickly followed by additional contacts with 
W8HXT, Marathon, W4EMB, Miami and K1FJM, Homestead. 
CO2KK runs only eight watts output into a homebrew yagi. 
Arnie hopes to improve his gear soon to enable more South Florida 
stations to earn this very rare grid square. 
(Via W4EMB, Miami) 


NORTHWEST FLORIDA NEWS 
By Bob Watson, W4DTV (AAR4QH) 

As the year begins, I want to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a very healthy, happy and propserous New Year for 1989. 

It is with regret that I announce that Chad Richards, W4JOZ 
became a “‘silent key”’ during December ’88. Another friend, Mel 
Bray, N4DTZ of Ft. Walton Beach also became a “‘silent key”’ 
during December ’88. 

The Panama City ARC elected the following officers for the 
coming year: President, W4DMAF, Glen; Vice-President, N4HEL, 
Ann; Secretary, WB4FJE, Alice; and Treasurer, K4AJN, Vic. 

The North Okaloosa ARC elected the following officers for the 
coming year: President, KK4KF, Bill; Vice-President, W4DTV, 
Bob; Secretary, KK4AVB, Shawn; Treasurer, KB4LTQ, Lu Ann; 
Acting Chairman, WB4CDR, E.Y., 

The PARC held FCC exams on December 10th, no report 
received. 

The Pensacola Area Hamfest Association will hold their 1989 
hamfest on February 18th, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Bayview 
Community Park. Watch for more information on this. 

The W5YI report has some very good information in their 
article, ‘‘1988 — The Year in Review.”’ 

Again, I am requesting that any and all radio amateurs in the 
Northwest Florida area who have any news etc., that might be 
appropriate to be included in this article for next month, please 
pass it tome. 

So will sign off with 73 to all (1-1-89). 


You can tell it’s going to be a rotten day when: your birthday 
cake collapses from the weight of the candles. . 
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U.S.A.F. M.A.R.S. 
By Guice W. Johnson, WA4LHO/AFA2SB 

What makes USAF MARS members different from other 
amateur radio operators? If you answered ‘‘nothing,’’ you are 
correct. If you look at a MARS member, he or she probably looks 
like any other person you have ever known. The point is that MARS 
members come in almost every shape, size, age, disposition and 
lifestyle. 

A very good example is a gentleman that you have recently read 
about in Florida Skip accounts of the Armenian earthquake. 
Charles G. Sheffer, KJ4TY/AFA2DB is an Air Force MARS 
member. Charles is an outstanding example of an amateur radio 
operator who is also a MARS member. Not everyone has the 
communications background or the expertise of a Charles Sheffer, 
but we are very fortunate that Charles is a member of the USAF 
MARS community. ; 

Whom do you know who would be an asset to Air Force MARS? 
Why don’t you take the time to explain to them exactly why we need 
them to join MARS? The incentive you should stress is the good 
pay. No, not money, but the opportunity to furnish a much-needed 
service to the military personnel stationed all over the world by 
furnishing a communications link to friends and family back home. 

You can tell them about all the different ways we communicate: 
C.W., voice, RTTY, packet (both H.F. and VHF) and don’t forget 
phonepatch. There is a mode of operation to satisfy everyone. If 
that doesn’t grab them, help them understand how much you enjoy 
your affiliation with USAF MARS. 


AMATEUR RADIO GROWS! 
By CarIS. Zelich, AA4MI 

Dick Weller, WN4K, education chairman of the Indian River 
ARC (Brevard County), announces the graduation of its latest 
class. The following students advanced to: 

General Class: Stephen Luchuk, KC4HIK. 

Technician Class: Richard Andrews, Sr., KC4HIR;: Pat Gilloley, 
KC4HIM; Clyde Graham, KC4HIN; Robert Martin, KC4HIL: Fay 
Martin, KC4HUG; Juanita Mustain, no call; Alan Sanford, 
KC4HIF; Dominic Squaglia, KC4FDA; Richard Sweat, KC4HID: 
and Shirley Sweat, KC4HIQ. 

Also, Warren Hodge, no call, passed element 3B. 

ARRL Volunteer Examiners: Glenn Diggs, W4BFQ; Dick 
McKlveen, W4YWA; Dave Nelson, N4HNW; Lee Oliver, W4UUM;: 
Dick Weller, WN4K; and Car] Zelich, AA4MI; administered FCC 
examinations. 

IRARC Instructors: Ernie Baldini, K4RBD:; Ira Bickham, 
K8HRR; Glenn Diggs, W4BFQ; Doug Farnsworth, N4MPD; Jan 
Ferguson, W4REN; Ken Hill, KK4DK;: Dan Weisengerger, KW4T: 
and Dick Weller, WN4K;; instructed these students for 16 weeks. 

The next class will be in the fall and Brevard County candidates 
may call Dick, WN4K, at 784-3272. 


KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
By Dick Hart, W4GWH 
3910 KHz, Sundays, 1130Z ¢ 7:30A.M., EST 

Check-ins have been increasing each week since snow and cold 
weather have been chasing many of our fellow Knights back to the 
“land of sunshine.”’ 

This year being the 60th anniversary of the Knights of the 
Kilocycle, many interesting comments of the early days have come 
forth. Charlie, W4IEK told how he accidentally tuned 3910 when he 
wound too few turns on a coil for a regenerative receiver. He set his 
sights on a Class A ticket so he could get in on the fun. He was 11 
years old at the time. 

I believe the following poem written by Paul Marlowe, K4SDW, 
M.O. — April to December 1979, will be enjoyed by all hams since it 
applies to all of us. Paul is now a silent key. 


THE CLOCK ON THE ‘‘HAMSHACK WALL’’ 
You’re a monster it’s true, 
And I’m married to you 
You clock on the hamshack wall. 
No reason or rhyme 
Just spending my time 
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This smile belongs to Nick Zorn N4SS of Pensacola ( EX-K4BSS) 
Nick is a familiar voice on North Florida Phone Net and fist on 
FN. Photo by W4MLE, TLH 


Waiting for ham friends to call. 


An essential evil, son of the devil, 
You clock on the hamshack wall. . . 
I’m aslave to you — never through 
For I never refuse a call. 


Have no fears — I’ve been with you for years 
We’ve spanned the world together 

I’ll not leave you yet 
So never you fret 

I’ll be here — no matter the weather. 


Since ’33 — for 30 long years 
We've worked far into the night 
We’ve managed smiles 
While twisting dials 
Rare D.X. was in our sights. 


There’ve been times we’ve caught some hell 
For hamming every minute. 

Supper’s been cold — and the XYL told 
Me, there’s no darned sense in it! 


Don’t be a hog — get off the log 
Do some work, for a change 

Rake the yard and paint the fence 
Fix the darned broken range! 


But — through my veins runs the funniest blood 
Blood full of R.F. and all 

What a foolam I — and whatatie.. . 
Toa clock — ona hamshack wall! 


This poem appeared in the ‘‘Golden Anniversary Edition’’ of the 
Knights of the Kilocycle publication in 1979. 


LOOK AGAIN 
Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 


money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or 
three years, if you so desire. 

So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labels. 

Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter. — 73, Editor 


